[image: image2.jpg]L




Minutes of December Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 11th December 2019 at 3.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Micheál Carrigy, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell,

Joe Flaherty, Gerard Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, Garry Murtagh, Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, 
Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Gerry Warnock.
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that Standing Orders be suspended.

Vote of Sympathy.

On the proposal of the Cathaoirleach seconded by Councillor J. Flaherty, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Nevin family, Demesne, Longford on the death of Michael, former County Councillor and Urban District Councillor, and that the meeting be adjourned for fifteen minutes as a mark of respect.  Many tributes were paid to Michael by the members of the Council.
The Chief Executive, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff, associated himself with the Vote of Sympathy to the Nevin family and, in particular, to Michael, Head of Enterprise in Longford County Council.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 9th October 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Closure of ESB Power Station in Lanesboro.
Councillor G. Farrell requested an update following the recent announcement regarding the closure of the ESB Power Station in Lanesboro.
P. Mahon stated that the initial job losses announced by Bord na Mona in 2018 impacted mainly on Offaly and Kildare with projected job losses in Longford and Roscommon being relatively small.  As a result, Offaly are one year ahead in terms of planning for the impact on the local economy.  
The impact on Offaly was further compounded by the decision of An Bord Pleanala on the Shannonbridge planning application.  During this time Longford had a live planning application for Lough Ree Power Plant.  However, the decision by the ESB on the 
8th November has changed the landscape and has crystallised the economic impact on both Longford and Roscommon.

Paddy stated that Barbara Heslin attended the briefing meetings with the Ministers on Monday 11th  November and Barbara and Majella Hunt, Director of Services, Roscommon County Council attended a meeting with the Collaboration Group on Monday, 
11th November.  Paddy stated that he and Barbara attended a meeting with Eugene Cummins, Roscommon Chief Executive and Majella Hunt on the 27th  November and also attended the Midlands Regional Transition Team meeting on Friday 29 November at which 
Kieran Mulvey, the recently appointed Just Transition Commissioner, was in attendance. START Consultants held consultation meetings between 2nd and 4th  December  -  sessions were attended by Oireachtas, Elected Members and representatives from the Executive.

The Collaboration Group have invited Kieran Mulvey to meet with them.
Since May, Longford County Council has worked in collaboration with Bord na Mona to develop a business plan for a food hub in Lanesboro.  An application for funding under REDF was submitted in September and a decision is expected before Christmas.  The food hub will support the commercialisation of Bord na Mona product and their transition from Brown to Green.  The facility will also provide food standard facilities for new incubation units and businesses leveraging off the Bord an Mona products and other food processing initiatives.  This project will provide employment opportunities in the area and help secure some employment in Bord na Mona.

Paddy confirmed that Longford County Council has decided that Lanesboro will be prioritised in 2020 for a funding application under RRDF.  Key to this will be the development of an area plan for Lanesboro/Ballyleague.

Longford and Roscommon County Councils have agreed that their respective Regeneration Teams will lead out on the development of the area plan.  To this end the first meeting of representatives from both teams was held on 3 December.  The Area Plan will build upon previous reports prepared for the area and identify and prioritise projects which would support sustainable economic development and job creation in Ballyleague / Lanesboro.  It will also consider possible funding opportunities including Rural Regeneration and Development Fund and Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.

A Meeting is to be arranged with Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment – to be attended by Paddy Mahon and Eugene Cummins.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

Noted
MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
FINANCE & REGENERATION.
Section 142 (5) (F) of the Local Government Act 2001.

The requirements under Section 142 (5) (F) of the Local Government Act 2001 were noted.  
Notices of Motions.

National Broadband Plan.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor C. Murray and unanimously agreed -

“I call on Longford County Council to support the National Broadband Plan.” 

Insurance Cover for Community Groups.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan –

“I call on Longford County Council’s Insurers, Irish Pubic Bodies, to provide insurance to the community groups in County Longford who have difficulty securing insurance cover.”

J. McKeon stated that due to the customer-client insurable interest relationship, between Community Groups and any insurer (including IPB), Longford County Council cannot engage with insurers on behalf of third parties.   However, the option is always open for the individual Community Groups to approach IPB at an ‘arm’s length basis’ from Longford County Council, where each case could be treated individually. 

STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE.
Planning Applications.

The lists of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

Disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at Deanscurragh, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor John Browne seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to the disposal of Freehold Interest of property at Deanscurragh, Longford to Mr. Patrick Byrne in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, circulated on the 20th November 2019.
Notices of Motions.
“Help to Buy Scheme for First Time Buyers.”
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor P. Brady –
“I am calling on Pascal Donohoe, Minister for Finance, to consider an amendment to the “Help to Buy Scheme for First Time Buyers” to make provision to qualify First Time Buyers who wish to purchase and renovate existing residential units. Under the current scheme First Time Buyers only qualify if they purchase new builds or build directly. This precludes a substantial body of potential buyers who may wish to look at existing properties as opposed to the former. Considering that there were in excess of 200k vacant properties recorded during the 2016 Census, such incentivisation might encourage a greater swing towards the purchasing and renovation of vacant stock, at greater value to the buyer, thus contributing to the easing of the housing/rental crisis. I am asking that this motion, if successfully moved, be circulated to all the other Local Authorities.”

It was agreed that a letter will be forwarded to Minister Donohoe and to the A.I.L.G.
Affordable Housing.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor  P. Nolan  -
“I am calling on Longford County Council to make a formal policy commitment, that at least 60% of future turnkey housing developments purchased by the Local Authority will be made available as Affordable Housing options for working families who do not qualify for Housing Supports under current guidelines. Such a measure would go somewhat towards mitigating an overabundance of social housing already in the county, while providing housing opportunity for a large section of our community who also need consideration from State Agencies. I am hoping, that if supported by the Members, that we contact the Minister, and An Taoiseach, DIRECTLY with this proposal and seek letters of approval for this measure, while outlining the ACTUAL Housing need within the County i.e. The Need for Affordable rather than Social Housing.”
Following a lengthy discussion, it was agreed the Councillor Warnock’s Motion be referred to the Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee for consideration.
Reverse Vending Machines.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor P. Brady  -

“That Longford County Council provides reverse vending machines in every town and village in Longford to encourage the recycling of plastic bottles in the County.”
J. Brannigan stated that Longford County Council are researching methods to recycle plastics. When a preferred solution is identified the matter will be considered by the Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee and a recommendation will be made to the Council.
Gritting of Roads.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor T. McGovern and seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly -

“That extra supply of sand and salt be available to grit secondary and local tertiary roads as we all know climate change has made our winters colder and driving conditions dangerous.

I think that we should at least try  to do this so people can get to work and children can get to school safely on these roads."

J. Brannigan stated that the Winter Service Plan provides the framework for dealing with winter weather conditions on the roads and provides for a planned and co-ordinated response by Longford County Council.

The objective of the Winter Maintenance Programme is to provide, so far as is reasonably practical, for the safe movement of road users on the National Roads and other strategic routes identified during adverse weather conditions.  As it not feasible to treat all public thoroughfares, it is necessary to create a schedule of route prioritisation. 
Routes are designated a priority rating of between 1 and 3 based upon the road classification, the traffic volume carried, public transport usage etc and the importance of the route on a national, regional or local level.  Priority 1 Routes (National) and Priority 2 Routes Regional & some Local Roads are pre-salted. They receive precautionary treatment, where salt is spread following warnings of expected low temperatures, to reduce the likelihood of frost and ice forming on the road.  

Priority 3 routes are post-salted as resources allow. This is a response-based service where routes are treated during normal working hours if they become impassable and where resources are available. During severe weather events Longford County Council provide assistance locally through area staff in dealing with schools , car parks, churches , local black spots , Councillor requests etc where resources permit. This is an additional service provided in parallel to the Winter Service Programme. Longford County Council also provide grit at predetermined locations during prolonged cold weather periods.

Longford County Council is responsible for the maintenance of over 1600km of National, Regional and Local Roads throughout the County.

In the 2019/2020 Winter Service Plan LCC propose gritting all National ( 106km ), all Regional ( 155km ) and 104km of Local Roads( total gritted 365km ) which equates to 23% of the road network in the County . This is a very high percentage of the network and it is important to advise the Public to use the pre-salted routes where possible during periods of severe winter weather conditions.
It was agreed to refer Councillor McGovern’s Motion to the Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee for consideration. 

Annual Meeting with Transport Initiative Ireland (TII).

Meeting scheduled for the 12th December deferred to early 2020.
CORPORATE, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE.
Draft Corporate Plan 2019 – 2024.
Nora O’Farrell, Senior Executive Officer, briefed the members on the preparation of the Draft Corporate Plan 2019 – 2024.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor T. McGovern, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Corporate Plan 2019- 2024, as circulated.

The members complimented the Corporate Services staff on the excellent Corporate Plan publication. 
Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, also paid tribute to the staff, to the members and to the various stakeholders for their contribution to the Corporate Plan.  
He stated that Longford County Council’s Corporate Plan 2019 to 2024 represents the Council’s commitment to serve, represent and lead the communities of our county for the next five years.

The Plan, which is informed by the views of the Elected Members and Workforce, Communities and our Stakeholders, has a list of specific high level objectives against which the Council’s performance will be measured every year between now and 2024.

The Plan will allow Longford County Council to harness the unique strengths of communities throughout the county to make County Longford a safe, vibrant and prosperous place to be.
Draft Strategic Policy Committee Scheme 2019 – 2024

Barbara Heslin briefed the members on the preparation of the Draft Strategic Policy Committee Scheme 2019 – 2024.
She stated that the Corporate Policy Group considered the Chief Executive’s report on submissions received during the consultation period and a number of proposed amendments were made to the Draft Scheme. 

Barbara informed the meeting that, since the circulation of the draft, Matt Farrell was confirmed as the County Tourism Committee representative on the Placemaking Strategic Policy Committee. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Ross seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed that Councillor Peggy Nolan will replace Councillor Gerard Farrell on the Climate Action and Planning Strategic Policy Committee.
It was unanimously agreed to adopt the Strategic Policy Committee Scheme 2019 – 2024 as circulated. 

Barbara confirmed that the additional representatives will now be requested from the PPN and relevant National Pillars.  It is planned to have the final list of sectoral representatives  for approval at the January meeting of the Council.

Training for the Strategic Policy Committees will be held on the 20th January 2020 with the inaugural SPC meetings commencing end of January/early February. 

Date for January 2020 Meeting of Longford County Council.
It was agreed that the January 2020 Meeting of Longford County Council be held on Wednesday, 15th January 2020.
Political Donations.  
Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities.

It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the 

Meetings Administrator before 31st January 2020.
Civic Reception for County Longford Community Games – Councillor M. Carrigy, 

Cathaoirleach.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed that a Civic Reception be held for County Longford Community Games in their 50th Year, to recognise their contribution to the youth in our County and to recognise the Gold Medal winners in 2019 – date of Reception to be confirmed. 
Nomination to Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC)
On the proposal of Councillor T. McGovern seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, it was agreed that Mr Sean Donohoe, nominee of Granard Traders Association, replace 
Mr. Oliver Cassidy as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC).
Nomination to Joint Policing Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Ross seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, it was agreed that  Mr. James Belton represent the farming/agricultural community in Longford on the Longford Joint Policing Committee. 
GENERAL

Notices of Motions.
PAS – Personal Assistance Service.

The following Notice of Motion which was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Brady was unanimously agreed –

“I call on Longford County Council to support the right to PAS – Personal Assistance Service  for disabled people to have freedom, choice and control over all aspects of their lives to enable them to fully participate in an inclusive society as equals.” 
It was agreed that Councillor Carrigy’s Motion be forwarded to the A.I.L.G.

Copies of Motions and Replies considered by the Regional Health Forum regarding the following issues were circulated –

· Center for Independent Living Groups.

· MRI Scanner in Mullingar Regional Hospital.

Single Farm Payments.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor P. Brady -
“That all farmers selected for Single Farm Payment inspections be paid their advance payments in October and any financial discipline which may apply following inspection be then taken from the second balance.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Department of Agriculture. 

Correspondence  -  circulated.
Letter dated 8th October 2019 received from the Minister for Defence regarding issue the 33 Distinguished Service Medals to the heroes of the Jadotville Siege was noted.
Letter dated 9th October 2019 received from the Office of the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government regarding the provision of affordable housing in Longford was noted.
Letter dated 29th October 2019 received from the Office of Garda Commissioner regarding request to attend Joint Policing Committee meeting was noted.
Letter dated 26th November 2019 received from the Office of the Minister for Communications, Climate Action & Environment regarding National Clean Air Strategy was noted.

TRAINING.

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

              Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

15th January 2020.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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